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Commentary 
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Giants’ chances at repeating 
as good as anyone’s 


The Bears’ reign as Super Bowl champions is now over 
with the Giants’ win over Denver in Super Bow! XXI. And 
now the Giants face a challenge no other team has met 
this decade. That is to repeat as champions. 

New York has just as good a chance at repeating as 
any other Super Bowl champion has this decade. And New 
York has as good a chance as anyone to win it all in 1987. 

But there are a lot of ifs. Can the Giant defense stay 
intact? The Bears’ defense did this year and, in fact, got 
better. 

Can New York stay away from injuries? They did this 
year like the Bears did in 1985. But.when Chicago lost 
Jim McMahon, their chances of repeating were hurt 
drastically. 

And can the Giants survive a schedule in which every 
team they play will play them like it’s the Super Bowl? The 
Bears were able to this year, going 14-2 despite an incredi- 
ble amount of distractions. 

One thing is for sure. The Bears, Giants and Broncos 
will all be there come playoff time next year. And you can 
bet that the teams that make the big improvements will 
be there with them. 

| still think the game of the year in thistyear’s playoffs 


would have been the Giants and Bears for the NFC cham- “ 


pionship. It didn’t work out that way, but we'll get an idea 
how it might have gone when Chicago plays at New York 
next season. 

And for next season, you can, bet that the Broncos will 
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want to improve their running game after realizing in the 
Super Bow! how much they missed it. John Elway was the 
key for Denver and everyone knew it. You can’t count on 
just one player. 

The Giants knew that, so they had someone shadow 
Elway the whole time to take away his scrambling threat. 
Elway had too much to overcome in the game. Relying 
on the arm of Elway started out all right for Denver. You 
can get away with it for a while, but it'll hurt you later. 

It started to hurt Denver later in the first half when they 
had a first down at the Giants’ one-yard line and couldn’t 
get the touchdown. 

You can bet that Denver's No. 1 priority in the off-season 
will be to improve its running game. I’m not sure if they 
need a lineman or a running back, but the Broncos will 
try to improve it somehow. 

The Giants’ offense, on the other hand, was able to wear 
down the smaller Denver defense and get things going 
their way in the second half. Denver was able to take away 
the Giants’ running game most ofthe time, but Phil Simms 
had an incredible day and seemed to pass the bail at will. 


But even when the Giants needed a big play on the 
ground, Joe Morris was there to carry the load. 

It'll be interesting to see if the Giants can carry the load 
of a Super Bowl championship through a 16-game sched- 
ule. They have as good a chance as anyone else did. But 
many great teams before them have failed. 


John Elway’s arm kept Denver in Super Bow! XXI for half the game, but when the Giants contained him in the second 
half the game fell out of Denver’s hands. (Bear Report photo by James Biever) 
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Ditka’s future uncertain after Vainisi firing 


By Michael Poizin 
Managing Editor 


The initial smoke from Bears’ general manager Jerry 
Vainisi’s firing has cleared, but it’s effect on the status of 
head coach Mike Ditka remains hidden, or at least un- 
certain. 

Rumors and speculation on Ditka’s future with the Bears 
spread immediately after it was learned that Vainisi was 
asked to leave Jan. 6 by Bears’ president Michael 
McCaskey. Vainisi and Ditka are close friends and busi- 
ness partners. And both were hired by George Halas short- 
ly before his death. 


McCaskey would not say Vainisi was fired, only that he- 


and the Bears ‘‘have agreed to part company.” And the 
only reason McCaskey would give for the decision was 
that “it stems from a difference in approach and 
philosophy.” 

Most of the speculation surrounding the events of the 
past month is based on the theory that McCaskey wants 
more control of the team and was trying to force out Vainisi 
and Ditka, whose contract,expires at the end of the 1987 
season. There was no way McCaskey could get away with 
firing Ditka, so far the only sports celebrity who could sur- 
pass Billy Williams in a popularity contest in Chicago. 

But he could get away with forcing out Vainisi, and there- 
by quite possibly get rid of Ditka without having to fire him. 
The decision now appears to be in Ditka’s hands. 

Ditka told assistants he wouldn't be back 

‘Ditka told Johnny Morris of WBBM-TV in Chicago that 
he did tell his assistants that 1987 would be his last year 
with the Bears but that it was said ‘‘in the heat of emotion 
and anger.” 

“Vm not sure everything | said would stay that way,” 
Ditka said. ‘‘If | did leave, there would be a very big part 
of my life leaving also. You don’t want to just walk away 
from it. : 

“1 don’t know what I’m going to do right now. But | know 
one thing, we're going to play great football in 1987, and 
the fans are going to be tremendously proud of the play- 
ers and what they accomplish on the football field. And 
we’re going to keep all the other stuff out of the 
newspapers.” 

Then on Jan, 20 while appearing on the Johnny Car- 
son show Ditka said, ‘‘I think it would be silly of me to give 
up something | love dearly, which is coaching the Chica- 
go Bears, just to follow Jerry because he’s my good friend. 
At the end of the season |’ll re-evaluate it.” 

So far McCaskey has not offered Ditka a new contract 
for after 1987. 

Vainisi has been told he no longer needs to report to 
his office at Halas Hall each day. But McCaskey said Vaini- 
si would remain with the Bears indefinitely in a consult- 
ing roll. } 


Speculation had risen about the possibility that Vainisi 
fay have breached his contract and McCaskey was try- 
ing to find a way out of paying him for the rest of his 
contract. 

In a statement issued to the media Vainisi said, “Based 
on Mr. McCaskey’s statement, while | apparently no longer 
have the title of general manager, | will continue to serve 
the Bears to the very best of my ability until this matter 
is resolved.” 

McCaskey may want his own people 

Still it remains unclear why McCaskey would want to 
get rid of Vainisi and Ditka. It may be because the two were 
hired by Halas, not McCaskey, and McCaskey wants his 
own men in place. In 1984 when Ditka was at the end of 
his initial three-year contract with the Bears McCaskey did 
not take care of the issue until the week before the Bears 
played San Francisco in the NFC title game, when he an- 
nounced he planned to rehire Ditka. A contract wasn’t 
signed until three.months later. 

During that 1984 season Ditka said he wouldn't be 
signed for 1985 because he was hired by Halas. 

For now, the Bears aren't looking for a new head coach. 
But they are looking for a general manager. ‘‘We’d like 
to move on it as quickly as possible,’ McCaskey said. ‘‘It 
has to be somebody with a strong financial background 
who's good at negotiating contracts or gives evidence that 
they would become skilled at negotiating contracts. An 
NFL background would be a plus.” 

About Ditka’s future with the Bears McCaskey said, “‘I 
think he’s done a very fine job as head coach of the Chica- 
go Bears. He is the best man for the job and | hope and 
expect he’ll have a long coaching career as head coach 
of the Chicago Bears.”’ 

After McCaskey’s announcement about Vainisi, Ditka 
gave an emotional address to the media. ‘‘! was taken by 
surprise and | was yery, very hurt,’ he said. “Jerry Vaini- 
si is respected in our business as one of the best. And 


$ 
13 
is 
12 
' 
e% 
; 

; 


month, (Bear Report photo by Michael Polzin) , 


he deserves that because he’s earned that. 

“He was called upon to take this job by coach Halas, 
as | was. And | think that’s part of the reason why we’re 
so close. It was his last wish that Jerry be the general 
manager and | be the coach, or it would have been 
changed. We’ve worked intelligently as best we can and 
tried to put a football team on the field that the city of Chica- 
go can be proud of and that the players on the Chicago 
Bears can be proud of. We've done that. 


“What hurts me the most is that he is my best friend. 
And |, and the players on the Chicago Bears, are going 
to miss him very, very much. | wish him the best that you 
can wish for losing a good friend. And he'll land on his 
feet, believe me, because he’s good at what he does. 

“| feel very sorry for his wonderful family who have really 
lived and died with him and the Chicago Bears because 
it has become a major part of his life. You just don’t cut 
off an appendage from your body and go on living nor- 
mally. But as | said, Jerry Vainisi is a class person and 
he'll end up in good shape.” 


Though McCaskey refused to get specific about the rea- 
sons for firing Vainisi, he said, ‘‘It’s not a single incident. 
It’s something over a period of time.” 

McCaskey also refused to say that Vainisi was fired, say- 
ing instead, ‘‘That’s too harsh a word for what's going on 
here. It’s a separation.” 


Bears’ president Michael McCaskey announces the firing of general manager Jerry Vainisi at a press conference held last 


El Tinajon 


Guatemalan — This storefront festively deco- 
rated with colorful textiles and pottery and fresh 
flowers on tables adomed with plastic-covered 
native fabric is a fine place to sample Guatema- 
lan food to the accompaniment of lovely record- 
ed Guatemalan music, Boquita compuesta — 
two beef-filled taquitos, two little tostadas 
topped with beef Salad, and two with spiced, 
marinated meat — makes a perfect opener for 
two. Other appetizers ($2.$4) include mikd gua- 
camole served in a flour-tortilla shell, nachos 
smothered with cheese, and on weekends, 
paches, a spicy pork stew served in a leaf. Main 
course stews feature long-cooked meats and 
vegetables in thick, complex sauces. Other en- 
trees (most $4-$9) include steaks, pork, a cou- 
ple of combination dinners, and a handful of 
Mexican dishes. Try the $10.95 combo ot 
flavorful steak, tasty sausages, guacamole, 
tefried black beans, rice, and salad. Skip 
seafood. Desserts include borracho (an iced 
spongelike cake with rum-scented syrup), fried 
bananas with sour cream, dense flan, andj un- 
usual cheese-filled, fried bread pudding. 
Guatemalan beer. Brunch served every other 
‘Sunday! $6.95. Mon., Wed., Thu, 11 a.m.-10 
p.m.; Fri-Sun. 11 a.m, to 11 p.m,; Tue. 4-10 


p.m. 
(312) 878-5862 
878-5869 
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Bears find 
watching 


SB XXI no fun 


HONOLULU — Six months ago, the Bears’ season start- 
ed in London. Halfway around the calendar and halfway 
around the world, it ended in the Pro Bowl. 

Or so it seemed. 

The Bears had seven players represented here and 
most of them were talking about next season, not last 
season. 

Finally, they were able to look ahead again. Unlike last 
year, next season is getting an early start. 

“We're not the Super Bowl'champs anymore, are we?”’ 
said Steve McMichael. 
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Because they aren’t, they have nothing to enjoy, noth- 
+ ing to savor. They have only tomorrow. The New York Gi- 
ants ended all the distractions in the Bears’ bizarre attempt 
to become the first team to repeat a title since the 1978-79 

* Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Most of the Bears in the Pro Bowl didn’t even watch the 
Super Bowl. ; 

“| didn’t watch the one | was in. You think I’m going 
to watch one I’m not in?’’ asked Walter Payton. 

Dave Duerson tuned in just in time to see Commission- 
er Pete Rozelle hand over the Lombardi trophy to Giants’ 
owner Wellington Mara. 

“That’s when it really hit me,’’ Duerson said. “I thought, 
‘Well, | guess our reign is finally over.’ ”’ 

Jay Hilgenberg and Mike Singletary watched it as if it 
were an unwelcome assignment from coaches to view 
game film. ¢ " 

“It wasn’t fun. | didn’t enjoy it a bit,’ Hilgenberg said. 

Hilgenberg sees a total team effort 
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Now that the Bears aren’t Super Bowl champions anymore, Steve McMichael is hoping some of the players work harder 


next season. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


But Hilgenberg thought he saw the secret to how to win 
a Super Bowl. 5 

“It has to be a total effort. Everything else has to be put 
aside. The only goal has to be to win the Super Bow! at 
all costs. It’s got to be the most important thing,”” Hilgen- 
berg said. 

“It just seemed that this year, it wasn’t the most impor- 
tant thing for us. It was the most important thing for the 
Giants. We had too many distractions, too much in- 
fighting.”” 

Singletary lost an argument with himself to watch. 

“All week | was saying, ‘No way would | want to watch 
the game,’ ”’ Singletary said. ‘“But when it got down to it 
and the Super Bowl was being played, | could not sit and 
not turn it on. 

“| had to watch it because | had to see what the differ- 
ence was. What did they have thdt we didn’t?” 

What Singletary found out was no surprise. He had, 
watched Super Bowl XIX between the 49ers and Dolphins 
for the same reason and saw the same thing. 

“The offense was scoring points, the efense did what 
it had to do, and they had some luck,” Singletary said. 


“THE BEST WHITEWATER 
RAFTING IN THE NORTH 
COUNTRY!”" 
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Raft Rental 
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ORANGUTAN 
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and 715-799-3341 
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FT 
“And the biggest thing is they weren’t bickering during 
the game. They were having a good time.” 

Having a good time was an important factor, the Bears 
said. Winning can lead to good times, but sometimes it 
works the other way around. 

“You guys wrote it all year,” McMichael said. “We just 
weren't having as much fun. Too many nitpicking littte 
things.” : 

Singletary elaborated: 

“It started as soon as we:won the Super Bowl. The 
Fridge was getting all that publicity and status. So was 
McMahon and Payton and various other guys. 

“Then others said, ‘Wait a minute. I’ve been here for 
years. | was on the’ Super Bowl team, too. Guys like 
Richard Dent, Otis Wilson, Gary Fencik. They had been 
around and helped put it all together. They wondered, 
‘What about me?’”’ 

Subconsciously, jealousy crept onto the field. 

“You say to yourself, ‘I’m not going to let it defeat me, 
Singletary said. “But you can’t get it out of your mind be- 
cause it’s already recorded. It keeps you from directing 
everything you have onto the field. I'm guilty of it, too.” 

Giants don’t believe in distractions 

Members of the Giants downplayed the distraction an- 
gle. They don’t think it will happen to them and they don’t 
believe it happened to the Bears, either. £ 

“| watched their defense and it played just as good as 
last year,” said Giants’ nose tackle Jim Burt. “The thing 
that happened with Chicago last year is they lost some 
continuity on offense. The way | look at it is very simple: 
Jim McMahon got hurt. 

“| hope we do as well as Chicago. | hope we only lose 
two games next year. It will be a great season for us. In 
the playoffs, they had an inexperienced quarterback and 
that’s what hurt them. Nothing against Doug Flutie, but 
there were a couple times in their game against Washing- 
ton where | think McMahon would have come through.” 

Distractions? Bah, humbug. 

“really don’t think we'll have a problem, being from 
New York,” said linebacker Harry Carson. ‘A lot of play- 
ers deal with distractions all the time. if you can deal with 
New York, you can deal with anything. Our players are 
very mature. When it’s time to play, it’s time to play.” 

It’s time to play again for the Bears. 

“4m ready to start the season,”’ said Wilber Marshall. 

“Maybe some guys will get off their butts and start play- 
ing football again,” said McMichael. 

Jimbo Covert didn’t watch the Super Bow! at all. His 
wife, Penny, wanted to watch, but Jim wanted to go 
shopping. 

Talk about switches in priorities. 

“There are 27 teams in the league that are going to try 
to take away what the Giants have now,” Covert said. 
“And we're going to be one of them.” 
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Covert gets lineman award 
at Pro Bowl appearance 


Bears’ tackle Jim Covert was named the 1986 NFL 
Offensive Lineman of the Year by the NFL Hall of Fame. 

Covert was presented with his trophy for being named 
Lineman of the Year at the Pro Bow! in Hawaii on Sun- 
day. Covert was making his second appearance in the Pro 
Bowl. 2 

Defensive end Howie Long of the Los Angeles Raiders 
was named the Defensive Lineman of the Year. 

The award was created to recognize those players 
whose performances are critical to the success of their 
teams but, because of the positions they play, receive rela- 
tively little public recognition. 

Miller Lite, which sponsors the award, will make a 
$25;000 donation in Covert’s name to the charity of his 
choice. 


‘Bear 


One player from each NFL team was nominated for each 
award. Finalists were selected through a nationwide fan 
vote during the regular season. A media panel then select- 
ed the two winners from the list of finalists. 

Covert, the Bears’ No. 1 draft choice in 1983, was the 
starting tackle for the NFC in the Pro Bowl for the second 
straight year. Covert is the captain of the offense which 
has led the NFL in rushing for four straight years. Covert 
has started 63 of the 64 regular season games the Bears 
have played since he joined the team. 


eTHINGS ARE LOOKING UP for Bears cornerback Les- 
lie Frazier, who underwent a second knee operation last 
month. 

Frazier originally injured the knee when the Bears 
played in Super Bow! XX over a year ago and missed the 


entire 1986 season. Last month Dr. William Clancy, who” 


performed the first reconstructive surgery on Frazier’s 
knee, performed the second surgery. 

That operation was necessary to scrape away scar tis- 
sue with an arthroscope, which is common for the type 
of surgery Frazier originally had. Frazier injured two liga- 
ments and cartilage, and also suffered a broken bone un- 
der his kneecap. 

Unlike Jim McMahon’s shoulder injury, Frazier’s injury 
hasn't been real painful and he hasn’t had any swelling. 
In fact, last September Frazier still thought he could come 
back in time for the end of the season. But that was just 
wishful thinking. His doctors knew he would need more 
surgery. 

But now with the second surgery behind him, Frazier 
is beginning to run again and work toward the 1987 
season. 


REDSKINS DEFENSIVE END Dexter Manley was fined 
by the NFL $2,000 for his late hit on Bears quarterback 
Doug Flutie in the NFC divisional playoff game Jan. 3 in 
Chicago. 

On the play Manley jumped offsides and, after the whis- 
tle blew, ran through the Bears’ backfield and tackled 
Flutie. He was penalized on the play for encroachment 
and unnecessary roughness. 

Manley said he felt bad about the play and that it was 
right for the NFL to fine him. 


eFIVE CHICAGO BEARS were named to The Sporting 
News all-pro squad. They are offensive tackle Jim Covert, 
defensive tackle Steve McMichael, linebackers Wilber 
Marshall and Mike Singletary and strong safety Dave 
Duerson. 

Giants linebacker Lawrence Taylor was named the NFL 
player of the year. Saints running back Rueben Mayes was 
named rookie of the year, and Bill Parcells of the Super 
Bowl champion New York Giants was named NFL coach 
of the year. 


eTHE PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL Writers of Ameri- 
ca All-Pro team had six Bears on it. They are Covert, kick 
returner Dennis Gentry, McMichael, Marshall, Singletary 
and Duerson. 

The Bears had the most players of any team named to 
the squad. The Super Bowl champion Giants were next 


Walter Payton was joined in this year’s Pro Bowl Sunday 
by Jim Covert, who was named the NFL’s Offensive Line- 
man of the Year. (Bear Report photo by Jonathaz Daniel) 


with four, running back Joe Morris, tight end Mark Bavaro, 
punter Sean Landeta and Taylor. 

eTHIS WEEK IN INDIANAPOLIS more than 300 college 
football players will be examined for drug and steroid 
usage during the NFL’s annual testing program. 

This is the first year testing for steroids will be done. 
Steroids are now listed among the banned substances by 
the NFL. The synthetically produced hormones are used 
to add to muscle. Next season ali NFL teams will be test- 
ed for steroids. 

The NFL said testing for steroids had not been done 
in the past because a test for it hadn’t been perfected. 


eBEAR FANS CAN TAKE some consolation in that Su- 
per Bowl XXI had the lowest television ratings of any Su- 
per Bowl since 1981’s Oakland-Philadelphia game. 

Super Bowl XXI between the Giants and Broncos drew 
a rating of only 45.8. Super Bowl XX, between the Bears 
and Patriots, drew a 48.3 rating, the third highest in Su- 
per Bowl history. 

The most watched Super Bowl was in 1982 between San 
Francisco and Cincinnati- 

The Super Bowl audience Sunday was estimated at 123 
million. Advertisers paid a record $1.2 million for a 
60-second spot during the game. 

And ‘speaking of television, the NFL kicked off a 
10-game broadcast schedule Sunday in China on China 
Central television. About 200 million Chinese watched the 
Bears play Detroit, a game actually played last Oct. 26. 

The Chinese will broadcast the Super Bowl on May 24. 


The Bears have been outrageous this 
season and you can bet there’ll be more 
- to come. Follow the Bears in Doug Buf- 
fone’s Chicago Bear Report. The only 
publication that gives you exclusive in- 
depth coverage of the Bears. Game 
stories, action photos, player profiles, 
complete statistics and much more. 
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t for Giants 


New York’s Jeff Rutledge converted a quarterback sneak for a first down on 4th and 1 in the third quarter of Super Bowl XXI, keeping alive a Giants’ drive that gave them the lead for 


the first time in their 39-20 victory over Denver: 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


PASADENA, CA - By the end of the 1986 regular sea- 
son the New York Giants were already making people for- 
get about the Chicago Bears’ great defense. 

The legend of the Giants’ linebacking corps was build- 
ing higher with every game. Their performance in the first 
two playoffgames had people saying the Giants had the 
best set of linebackers in the league. 

The offensive line and running back Joe Morris gave 

‘the Giants a feared running attack. 

New York’s special teams were even gaining recogni- 
tion with their fourth-down play that turns a punting for- 
mation into a running play. 

But when talk got around to the Giants’ quarterback and 
wide receivers, well, people weren't all that impressed. 
Phil Simms has had his ups and downs at quarterback 
for New York. And despite being named the MVP of last 
year’s Pro Bowl, he didn’t make the squad this year. 

The team’s Achilles heel was supposed to be the wide 
receivers, No one showed any respect for them. 

So when the Denver Broncos prepared to play the Gi- 
ants in Super Bowl XXI in Pasadena, Ca. Jan. 25, they 
Prepared for New York’s running game. Simms and the 
receivers would be taken care of like they were when the 
two teams met earlier in the season, a 19-16 win by New 
York in which the Giant offense failed to score a 
touchdown. : 

The Giants, and Simms, had other plans. Simms could 
sense things were clicking unusually well for him the week 
before the game and during the pregame warm-ups, and 
he couldn't wait for another chance at Denver’s defense. 

“don’t know how to describe my feeling today, but it’s 
like when you're playing golf and you know that every putt 
is going in,’ he said. “I felt it warming up. | told some of 
the guys, hey I’ve got it.” : 

= Simms knows he’s got it 

Simms started his first Super Bowl appearance by com- 
pleting his first seven passes. “'| felt like | had it, and as 
a quafterback any time you hit the first couple of passes 
it helps your confidence,” he said. ‘I think it loosened up 
the coaches, too. It helped their confidence in the pass- 


ing game.” 

So the Giants opened up their offense a little more and 
Simms went on to tear apart the Broncos’ defensé, com- 
pleting 22 of 25 passes in the game, including all 10 of 
his attempts in the second half. Simms’ unprecedented 
performance earned him Super Bow! MVP honors while 
lifting the Giants to a 39-20 win. 

“Phil Simms was just unbelievable,” said Giants head 
coach Bill Parcells. “‘He quarterbacked as good a game 
as ever had been played. | don’t think he threw a bad ball. 
Two could have been completions. For our team | think 
he’s absolutely the best. | just had to yell at him once to- 
day, which is down from 10.” 

Nearly everyone was amazed at Simms’ throwing profi- 
ciency, which set a Super Bowl record for completion per- 
centage (88) and most consecutive completions (10). Even 
Simms himself was surprised. 

“I chuckled to myself last night,” he said the day after 
the game. “Twenty-two of 25, it’s kind of funny.’’ 

“He was magnificent,’’ Giants wide receiver Phil 
McConkey said about Simms. “'I said it before: mentally, 
physically, he’s the toughest guy out there. I’m proud to 
be his teammate.” 

Said Giants tight end Zeke Mowatt, ‘| always told peo- 
ple that Phil (Simms) was the one who could lead us to 
the Super Bowl. He really showed his leadership today. 
He stayed in the pocket-and found the open man when 
he had to.” 

The Giants surprised Denver by starting out the game 
passing. After Denver scored on a field goal on the game’s 
opening drive, Simms got the Giants’ offense going on its 
first drive by throwing on three of the first four plays and 
completing each attempt. Simms completed three more 
Pass attempts on the drive that ended with a six-yard 
touchdown pass to Mowatt for a 7-3 Giants lead. 

Giants offense surprises Denver 

“| was surprised they changed their whole offensive at- 
tack,” said Denver defensive end Karl. Mecklenburg. 
“Pass first, run second. It surprised us. We thought they 
would try to establish the running game, but they went 
against their tendencies and did a good job of it.” 

Still, the Broncos found themselves in good’ shape at 
the end of the first half with a 10-9 lead. But it could have 


e 


(Bear Report photo by James Biever) 


been much larger. 

Broncos placekicker Rich Karlis, after tying a’ Super 
Bowl record with his 48-yard field goal in the first quarter, 
missed a 23-yard field goal in the second quarter to set 
a Super Bowl record for the shortest field goal missed. 
He also missed a 34-yard field goal attempt with 13 se- 
conds left in the half. 

Karlis’ 23-yard field goal miss came after Denver had 
the ball ist and goal at the Giants’ one-yard line and 
couldn’t score a touchdown on three running plays. 

“It didn’t surprise me,” Giants defensive end Leonard 
Marshall said. ‘It shows they respect our defense. They 
just didn’t want to throw an interception.” 

Said Giants’ defensive end George Martin, “‘It’s got to 
be demoralizing to their team because they take a lot of 
pride in their short-yardage and goal-line offense.”’ 

“It was just three good defensive plays,’’ Denver offen- 
sive guard Keith Bishop said. 

Denver head coach Dan Reeves was most disappoint- 
ed with the ist and goal call that had quarterback John 
Elway roll out. It lost one yard. ‘‘We should have had seven 
points down there. | felt good about that first play,” he said. 
“They just wiped us out. | don’t know what happened. The 
fullback and guard are supposed to be out front... that 
was really disappointing. | called those three plays. | felt 
good about each one. I'd like to have them back.” 

Missed field goals take away momentum 

The missed field goals also hurt Denver's momentum 
going into halftime. ‘Any time you don’t get points when 
you have the opportunity it hurts,” Elway said. “Rich was 
doing the best he could.and we just didn't want to let those 
bother us.” 

The missed field goals seemed more important to the 
Giants. ‘I think the two missed field goals really hurt them 
because it really would have made it much more difficult 
to come back,” Giants linebacker Lawrence Taylor said. 

Said Karlis, “It was just very disappointing for me and 
it just shows you that in my business you can go from the 
penthouse to the outhouse real quick. And that’s the way 


‘| feel right now.” ‘ 


The Giants closed to one point at halftime on a safety 


when Martin tackled Elway in the end zone. 
Continued Next Page 
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Giants were this year’s team of destiny 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 

PASADENA, CA - For the second year in a row there 
seemed to be a team of destiny in the National Football 
League. 

In 1985 it was the Chicago Bears, who won their first 
NFL championship since 1963 when they defeated New 
England in Super Bowl XX. 

This year it was the New York Giants, who went 14-2 
in the regular season while on their way to winning Super 
Bowl XXI over Denver for their first NFL championship 
since 1956. 

The Giants are this year’s version of the 1985 Bears. 
They were destiny’s team. Many of their fans weren’t even 
born the last'time they won an NFL championship. They 
had a great defense and a potent offense. And they have 
a chance to become a dynasty. 

But as the Bears know all too well, a potential dynasty 
can end in just one short year. A dynasty hasn't roamed 
the fields of the NFL since the Steelers of the 1970s, and 
no team has won back-to-back titles this decade. The 


. Phil Simms was probably the hottest quarterback in Super Bow! history as he completed 22 of 25 passes for 268 yards, lead- 
ing the Giants over Denver in Super Bowl XXI. (Bear Report photo by James Biever) 
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Martin used a dummy call to get to Elway on the play. 
“| told Erik Howard, our defensive tackle, that | was go- 
ing to give him what we call a dummy call, which means 
it never really exists,’’ Martin said. ‘‘But the offensive tack- 
le really thinks it does. So | told him we’re going to run 
a game now. And the offensive tackle looked at me and 
he thought he had a tip. And as | came off the ball | faked 
inside and, of course, he bit on it. Then | came back out- 
side, there was Elway and | just wrapped him up.” 

Giants open up game in third quarter 

But for the Giants the real momentum swing didn’t come 
until the third quarter when the Giants scored 17 points 
on a 13-yard touchdown pass from Simms to Mark Bavaro, 
a 21-yard field goal by Raul Allegre and a one-yard touch- 
down run by Morris. 

Bavaro’s touchdown catch on the second half’s open- 
ing drive came after the Giants converted a 4th down and 
one from their own 46. On the play the Giants switched 
out of-their punt formation and had Jeff Rutledge run a 
quarterback sneak for the first down. : 

“We've had that in all year,’’ Parcells said. “I think we 
tried it five times and made it work five times. We've prac- 
ticed it for at least 15 weeks. Rutledge is a real heady guy. 


league is almost begging for a team to step forward and 
become the ‘‘Team of the ’80s.” 

The NFL had the Packers of the ’60s, the Dolphin, Cow- 
boy and Steeler teams of the ‘70s. Time is running out 
on the ’80s. 

The Bears could still lay claim to the title if they win 
another Super Bowl or two before the decade is out. Right 
now, though, it’s the Giants who can repeat as champi- 
ons and set themselves apart from the rest of the Super 
Bowl winners of the ’80s. 

“1 know one thing,” Giants head coach Bill Parcells said. 
“We buried all the ghosts today. They are all gone: This 
is a good young team and if they don’t get big-headed they 
can be just as tough in the future.” 

It didn’t have to be Parcells who said that. Any coach 
who has won a Super Bowl in the last eight years has said 
that. 

Parcells went on to say, ‘‘My guys got good work ethics 
and are reliable and dependable. | hope this will separate 
them from all the good teams before. | think we will be 
competitive for a while.” i 


He wasn't trying to run down any clock. He was trying to 
decide whether to run the play or take the delay. If he had 
to take a delay it wouldn’t have hurt much because we 
were around midfield. Rutledge looked over at me and | 
nodded my head, so he ran the play.” 

“We had our defense in there,’ Reeves said. ‘‘They 
tried to fake us and make us think they were going to punt, 
but we kept our defense on the field and they still made 
the first down. That was a big field position swing. We 
could have been in great shape.” 

Denver cornerback Louis Wright said the play got New 
York’s momentum going. ‘‘We had the right play and really 
expected them to run, but they squeezed out the half-yard 
they needed,” he said. “It wasn’t confusing, we knew they 
might try it.”” 

The play enabled the Giants to continue their drive and 
pull ahead of Denver for the first time. ‘‘! thought the 
momentum changed when we scored on the first drive of 
the second half,’” Simms said. ‘‘We moved the ball like 
we knew we could against these guys.” 

The Giants put the game away when they went up 26-10 
late in the third quarter on Morris’ touchdown run that was 
set up by a 44-yard flea-flicker pass from Simms to 
McConkey. 

“We've run those flea flickers in practice for | don’t know 
how long and we’ve never run the damn thing,”’ Simms 
said. ‘‘And today Parcells called it and | thought the flea 

. Continued From Page 16 


The Bears were competitive this year, too, out didn’t 
repeat. Chicago ended a long history of losing in 1985, 
but it didn’t help them in 1986. This year the Giants over- 
came their long list of losing seasons, but that alone won't 
put them in the championship game next year. 

Giants center Bart Oates said what any of the Bears 
could have said in 1985. ‘“‘There’s a long history of losing 
in this organization, and we were able to overcome all that 
losing by overcoming the choking in the big game. We 
went out there and we played football like the Giants know 
how to play football. It was a fantastic year and this was 
just a culmination of everything we've attempted to do all 
year long.”” 

Even the Giants’ rise to their Super Bowl championship 
was similar to that of the Bears. In 1984 the Bears won 
their first playoff game since 1963, defeating Washington 
in the divisional playoffs. They followed that with a loss 
to the eventual Super Bow! champion 49ers. The Bears 
then won the Super Bowl the following year. 

The Giants returned to the playoffs in 1984 for only the 
second time since 1963. They also lost that year in the 
playoffs to San Francisco. In 1985 they again lost in the 
divisional playoffs, this time to Chicago. 

“41 felt like we had a chance to win this thing last year,” 
Parcells said. ‘‘We were able to stabilize things and get 
a few new players to turn things around.” 

Now they’ve completed their rise to the top. “We prob- 
ably proved to a lot of people that this is a football team 
to be recognized in the ’80s,” said Giants defensive end 
Leonard Marshall. ‘“‘We’re destined to continue to grow 
as a football team. We want to take on the challenge and 
try to repeat.” 

Looking at the similarities between the Giants and the 
Bears and the history of Super Bowl champions in this de- 
cade, the Giants should be more of a longshot to win Su- 
per Bowl XXII than the Indianapolis Colts. But Parcells isn’t 
looking at it that way. 

“1 don’t think history means a thing in football,” he said. 
“You just got to prepare yourself to play the next 
challenge.” 

Next year the Giants will face their biggest challenge 
yet. Right now, though, they’re not too concerned about 
that. ‘I’m not even thinking about repeating,’ said Giants 
quarterback and Super Bowl MVP Phil Simms. “1 don’t 
care right now. I'm just gonna relax.” 

But don’t expect him to write a book. “‘There’s gonna 
be so much out about the Giants I’m gonna be sick of it, 
too, in a couplesof weeks,”’ Simms said. 

Then again, people might not care too much about the 
Giants and just write them off as another one-time cham- 
pion. Super Bowl XXI was the lowest rated Super Bowl 
since Oakland and Philadelphia played in 1981. New York 
advertising people have said the Giants don’t have much 
national appeal, either. Even their own fans didn’t go cra- 
zy this year. Of the 125,000 expected to cheer them at 
Giant Stadium, only 40,000 fans showed up at the Super 
Bowl rally for New York. Officials blamed the smaller crowd 
on the cold weather. 
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Giants’ wide receiver Phil McConkey is a happy man after grabbing a touchdown pass deflected by tight end Mark Bavaro (89). Field judge Pat Mallette 


makes it official. 
— James Biever photo 


Giant halfback Joe Morris scoots right with Denver linebacker Karl Mecklenburg 
in hot pursuit. 


— James Biever photo 


Had you been umpire Bob Boylston in Super Bowl XXI, here’s the view you would have had 
: of two of the best in the business — Giants’ linebacker Lawrence Taylor pursuing Denver quar- 
a terback John Elway. 


— James Biever photo 


Hail the MVP — with the fallen Karl Mecklenburg at his feet, Super Bowl XXI MVP Phil Simms surveys the field prior to picking out a receiver. 
‘ . - — James Biever photo 


Denver bare-footer Rich Karlis gets this kick up and away before New York’s Elvis Patterson can slip past Rick Dennison and . 
get a hand on the ball. Gary Kubiak, Denver’s No. 2 quarterback, is the holder. 4 


— James Biever photo 
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With court cases behind, Rozelle sees bright future 


NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle started his annual Su- 
per Bowl week press conference by saying how bright the 
future looked for the NFL with all its court cases behind it. 

He didn’t get much farther through it before he was 
handed a subpoena served on behalf of Al Davis, gener- 
al managing partner of the Los Angeles Raiders. Davis 
wants Rozelle to testify during the punitive damage phase 
of his case against former Chargers owner Gene Klein. 

Rozelle took the subpoena, smiled and said, ‘I’ve been 
told by my attorneys this is invalid and | won't have to 
appear.” 

Leave it to Davis to choose that time to issue Rozelle 
a subpoena. 

Just after Rozelle opened the press conference to ques- 
tions, a man identified himself as a private investigator and 
handed Rozelle the subpoena. 

A jury found Davis guilty of malicious prosecution in the 
Raiders’ antitrust case against the NFL. Klein suffered a 
heart attack in 1981 while testifying and won $5 million 
in compensatory damages. 

In the punitive damage phase of the trial Davis will have 
to reveal the value of the Raiders. Rozelle was sub- 
poenaed -to testify about the decrease in value of NFL 
teams and about the possible decrease in television con- 
tracts. 

But with most of the NFL’s court cases behind him 
Rozelle said, ‘Il feel quite good about the future.” 

One of the big topics of the press conference was ex- 
pansion. Rozelle said he hopes to expand the league by 
two teams by 1989. He wants to name an expansion com- 

. mittee this year but wants to first take care of the new play- 
ers’ contract, the television contract and the USFL appeal. 

Cities that will be under consideration for a new fran- 
chise, according to Rozelle, will be Oakland and Baltimore, 
the two cities that lost NFL franchises, Memphis, Burmin- 
gham, Ala., Phoenix and Jacksonville, Miss. Rozelle said 
the main criteria will be population and stadium facilities. 

Rozelle said the NFL would probably go to a format of 
six divisions with five teams each. Some realignment could 
take place as a money-saving step. 

‘Rozelle also spent more time preparing owners for a 
drop in television revenue. The television revenue this year 
was seven times what it was in 1977..And for the first time 

. since the NFL had its first network contract in 1962, tele- 

vision lost money in 1986. 

“We're going to try to get what we can from them,”’ 
Rozelle said. ‘‘l feel we'll have roughly the same kind of 

* package as we have had in the past. Whatever will be, 


. With miost of its court cases behind it, NFL commissioner 
Pete Rozelle said the league’s future is looking bright. (Bear 
Report photo by James Biever) . 


will be. We'll just have to live with that.” 

As for the future of Monday Night Football, Rozelle said, 
“1 would think we'll end up on Monday night with ABC. 
We'd like to be on three networks. We might add one or 
two specials as part of a,cable- package.” 

Rozelle also thinks the future of the instant-replay rule 
is looking good. He said he is happier with it now “much 
more so than | was earlier. | think we were able to cut down 
on the time and make more prompt decisions. During the 
last part of the season | was quite pleased with it.” 

Rozelle said he thinks owners should look at the rule 
for another year. Twenty-one of the 28 owners must ap- 
prove the rule at their March meetings for it to continue. 


Rozelle also addressed the question of arresting ath- 
letes for fights they get into while on the field of play. “I 
think sports, unless they get way out of line, discipline 
themselves. | think we can police it ourselves,” he said. 

One of the issues that will come’up in the collective bar- 
gaining with the players’ union is drug testing. This week 
the NFL will test college players for drug use, including 
steroids for the first time. And Rozelle believes the test- 
ing program needs to continue. 

“| think it's important that we have unscheduled test- 


ing because to do something about a problem you have 
to know if there’s a problem or not. You can’t know that 
from a concrete standpoint unless there’s some form of 
testing,” he said. 

“Certainly you have to acknowledge there's a problem. 
There is in all phases of society.” 

About the collective bargaining in general Rozelle said 
he is “cautiously optimistic. | don’t think anybody this time 
around wants a strike.” 

Rozelle said one reason to be optimistic about the con- 
tract talks is that the mood is different from 1982, when 
the players went on strike. 

“They're talking, there’s a better climate than there was 
in 1982,” he said. ‘However, we have to be realistic. The 
players have shown they can be a very aggressive union.” 

Compromise seems to be the catch-word of this year’s 
talks, with both sides using it frequently. “‘It will call for 
compromise on both sides,” Rozelle said. ‘! think both 
sides realize how damaging the strike was to them last 
time.” ’ 

As for his own future as commissioner Rozelle said right 
now he intends on staying on for the remaining five years 
of his contract. But he said that could change further down 
the road. 


ee a | 


Super Bowl commentary 


Bears cast a shadow 
over the Giants, Broncos 


By Mark Friedlander 

It has only been a year since Bear fans danced in the 
streets of New Orleans and Chicago following the club’s 
46-10 massacre of the New England Patriots in Super Bowl 
XX at the Louisiana*Superdome. : 

Even though this game turned into a romp by the mid- 
dle of the second quarter, the excitement level never 
dropped. There were plenty of great plays executed by 
both the Bears’ offense and defense in the second half, 
and that resulted in the largest television audience in the 
history of sports television. 

Fans worldwide were primed for this game because of 
the excitement generated by the Bears throughout the 
1986 season. If it wasn’t the Fridge barreling for a touch- 
down on offense, it was Jim McMahon wearing a head- 
band in defiance of NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle. Or 
it was a defense so dominating that opponents wished they 
hadn't shown up to play the Bears. 

Football fans also were thrilled to see Walter Payton par- 
ticipate in a Super Bowl after all his years of playing with 
mediocre teams. Finally, one of the greatest players in the 
history of football got a chance to participate in the ulti- 
mate game. 6 

Despite all the pre-game hoopla, the Bears didn’t dis- 
appoint anyone who watched Super Bowl XX. Fridge 
scoréd a touchdown, McMahon wore-a complete assort- 
ment of headbands and the defense was as awesome as 
ever. New England quarterback Tony Eason had no idea 
what was going to happen next. It was a memorable Su- 
per Bowl to say the least. 

Not only did fans celebrate the triumph, but agents, ad- 
vertising executives and book publishers also rejoiced over 
the victory. 

Within the next few months after Super Bowl XX, books 
written by Jim McMahon and Mike Ditka would make the 
New York Times best-seller list. Various Bears began ap- 
pearing in television commercials promoting everything 
from tires to tacos. This euphoria lasted throughout 1986. 

Even when the Bears lost to the Redskins in a playoff 
game a few weeks back, the fever didn’t die out. A salad 
dressing commercial featuring McMahon is still being 
shown nationwide seven days a week. During Super Bowl 
XXI week, Ditka appeared on “‘The Tonight Show’’ while 
Payton co-hosted “Saturday Night Live’’ with San Fran- 
cisco quarterback Joe Montana. And then for the coup de 
grace, McMahon appeared on ‘‘Face The Nation’’ Super 
Bowl morning to discuss his views of violence in the NFL. 
Clearly, the Bears are still in hot demand despite falter- 
ing in their hunt for a second consecutive Super Bow! title. 

Although.a New Jersey team with a New York name ap- 
peared in Super Bowl XxXI, a poll conducted last week by 
The New York Times indicated the Bears are still the most 
popular professional football team in the nation. Surpris- 
ingly, the Dallas Cowboys finished second in the poll. They 
have only made the playoffs once in the last three seasons. 


During the week prior to the Giants-Broncos battle at 
the Rose Bowl, media members complained that the at- 
mosphere was dull because the Bears weren't there. Miss- 
ing were stories of McMahon mouthing off. And who can 
forget McMahon's acupuncture treatments and his "'moon- 
ing” of a helicopter? 

Let’s face it, Super Bowl week just wasn’t the same this 
year. The Broncos and Giants certainly deserved to play 
in the NFL title game, but unfortunately they are two of 
the dullest teams in the history-of sports. New York's offen- 
sive line has a nickname, “The Suburbanites.”” Not quite 
the same as ‘Monsters of the Midway.” The Giants 
claimed they didn’t want to record their version of the ‘‘Su- 
per Bowl Shuffle” because they did not want to mimic the 
Bears. Most likely, nobody would buy a Giants’ shuffle tape 
or record because they would probably fall asleep watch- 
ing or listening to it. 

During Super Bowl week, a television commercial aired 
nationally featuring the brother of Giants head coach Bill 
Parcells and the sister of Broncos head coach Dan 
‘Reeves. The idea was original, but it also proved the point 
of many New York ad executives who claim that nobody 
would know the difference if it was Bill Parcells or his broth- 
ing hyping a product. 

Everybody is praising New York quarterback Phil Simms 
for his MVP performance against the Broncos. He had one 
heck of a game, but don’t expect advertisers to come 
knocking on his door to promote products. Fans and mé- 
dia may be praising him now, but just let him throw a cou- 
ple of interceptions in next season’s opener and everybody 
will be ready to run him out of town like they have many 
times in the past few seasons. 

lf Simms doesn’t have appeal to the national advertisers, 
how about Lawrence Taylor, Phil McConkey or Mark 
Bavaro? Oops, Bavaro has lost his voice permanently. 
That’s no doubt advertisers would still rather have McMa- 
hon or Ditka pushing a product than a member of the 
Giants. 

New York players already are planning to publish a var- 
iety of books during the off-season, but the problem is who 
will buy them? An autobiography of Phil Simms wouldn't 
even make the East Rutherford-Caristadt (N.J.) Free Press 
best-seller list. 

One could call it sour grapes that a Chicago writer is 
labeling the Giants dull.eBut the consensus from the mas- 
sive press corps covering Super Bow! XX! indicates the 
same thing. USA Today cut its pre-Super Bowl coverage 
dramatically this year. One of the major columns to ap- 
pear in that paper during Super Bow! week dealt with the 
demise of the Chicago Bears. Even though the piece was 
a bunch of garbage, the fact remains that a writer at the 
Super Bowl was analyzing a team that wasn’t even there. 
Apparently, the Giants and Broncos weren’t providing 
enough good copy. The highlight of Super Bow! week 

Continued Page 16 


February 9, 1987 Chicago Bear Report 11 


Players say other side 
is talking strike 


Smog wasn’t the only thing hanging in 
the air during Super Bowl week in Southern 
California. That catch-word from the 1982 
NFL football season was back - strike. 

Only this time, the word was there but 
it really wasn’t there. The NFL Players’ As- 
sociation said it’s the owners who are us- 
ing the word strike. Yet the union’s 
executive director, Gene Upshaw, said, 
“We don’t have to prove that we’ll go out 
on strike.”’ There’s that word. 

Union president Marvin Powell of the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers said, ‘We are not 
the side talking about a strike. But we are 
not saying we will not stand up for our le- 
gal right to strike.”” Oops. He used the mag- 
ic word. 

Said NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle, ‘1! 
don’t think anybody this time around wants 
a strike: However, we have to be realistic. 
The players have shown they can be a very 
aggressive union.” That non-word was in 
there again. ' 

So what's going on that everyone is talk- 
ing about a strike while at the same time 
saying they’re not mentioning the word? 
, _ It’s collective bargaining time again. The 

current agreement runs out Aug. 31, and 

this time the players are after meaningful 

‘ free agency, their No. 1 priority this time 
around. The owners are a little more cool 
to the idea: 

“It's time the players have a choice of 
where to work and who to work for,’’ Up- 
shaw said. ‘This is not an economic strug- 
gle. This is a struggle about dignity.” 

It sounds like patriotism could play a role 
in these negotiations. Listen to what Powell 
said about the union’s suggestion for an 

* economic incentive for the owners to go af- 
ter free agents. 

The players want the pool of postseason 


Giants head coach Bill Parcells used more of a passing game than Denver expected to defeat 
the Broncos in Super Bowl XXI. (Bear Report photo by James Biever) 


money, which currently is split 28 ways by 
the owners, to be divided only between the 
teams in the playoffs. The Super Bowl 
champion would get the biggest chunk, 
$3.5 million. 

“In this era of antitrust and deregulation, 
this is what it will take,”’ Powell said. “Let 
the market decide. If a player can demand 
a certain figure in a certain market and his 
contract is up, let him go. Why should the 
team that finishes last earn as much as the 
Super Bowl winner? That’s not America.” 

The players also have a few other things 
on their agenda. They want to discuss 
guaranteed contracts with the owners. 
They’d like an improved pension plan and 
protection for the player union represen- 
tatives. 

Upshaw also said the NFL needs to ad- 
dress the drug problem not just through 
testing. Upshaw envisions a program con- 
sisting of education, prevention and harsh- 
er penalties. ‘Testing isn’t a cure-all,” he 
said. 

Powell added that nothing is written in 
stone, all items are negotiable. “We are 
here to reach a happy median if the other 
side is willing. If not, 1982 will be repeat- 
ed,”’ he said. 

At least he didn’t use the word strike. 

And what makes a strike a little more 
possible, even if it isn’t a new and differ- 
ent thing to do now, is that the players are 
new from 1982. 

The average career of an NFL player 
lasts just over three years. Take the Bears 
as an example. Of the 45 players on Chica- 
go’s 1986 squad, only 18 were in the 
league in 1982. Six of them were rookies. 

This is a new experience for a lot of the 
players. Unfortunately, it may not be a new 
experience for a lot of fans. 
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Super Bowl XXI Official Statistics 


SCORING SUMh. 9Y 


Denver Broncos 10 0 0 10 — 20 


New York Giants bi 
Denver, 1, 4:09, FG Karlis 48-yards, 3-0 
New York, 1, 9:33, Mowatt, 6-yard pass from Simms (Allegre kick), 3-7 
Denver, 1, 12:54, Elway 4-yard run (Karlis kick), 10-7 
New York, 2, 12:14, safety — Elway sacked by Martin, 10-9 
New York, 3, 4:52, Bavaro 13-yard pass from Simms (Allegre kick), 10-16 
New York, 3, 11:06, FG Allegre 21-yards, 10-19 
New York, 3, 14:36, Morris 1-yard run (Allegre kick), 10-26 
New York, 4, 4:04, McConkey 6-yard pass from Simms (Allegre kick), 
10-33 
Denver, 4, 8:59, FG Karlis 28-yards, 13-33 
New York, 4, 10:42, Anderson 2-yard run (kick wide), 13-39 
Denver, 4, 12:54, V. Johnson 47-yard pass from Elway (Karlis kick), 20-39 
Attendance: 101,063; time: 3:25 
Weather: Sunny; temperature 76 degrees; wind and direction: west 2-5 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
a Broncos _ Giants 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS ..'............. ee 23 24 
By Rushing ........... i 5 10 
: By Passing. . . ze 16 13 
By Penalty. ............. 2 1 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY . 7-14 6-12 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY . . . 00 1-2 
POTAISNETRYVARD Smee: oe sere 372 399 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times passing) .................... 64 64 
Av. Gain per Off. Play .. 58 6.2 
NET YARDS RUSHING .... 52 136 
Total Rushing Plays .... 19 38 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play. Sera 3.6 
NET YARDS PASSING .................... 320 263 
Times Thrown — - 
Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ................. 4-32 15 
Gross Yds. Passing.................... 352 268 
PASS ATT. + COMP. — 
HAD INTERCEPTED..................... 41-26-1  25-22-0 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 71 10.1- 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV..... 2-41 3-46 
Had Blocked ...:...... 0 0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE . . 9 18 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. . 1-9 1-25 
No..and Yds. KO Returns 5-84 4-53 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret. . . . 00 1-7) 
PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS. 4-28 6-48 
aan i ze ” oo The Giants’ Harry Carson was one of the reasons Denver running back Sammy winder was held to 0 yards rushing on four | 
TOUCHDOWNS ......... ae 2 5 carries. (Bear Report photo by James Biever) " 
Rushing . .. . 1 2 
Passing . was 1 3 
Reims ieeerreeee eee aor 0 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. . ae 22 45 5 3 
FG MADE —ATT. .........- SS 24 141 KICK RETURNS No. Yds. LG 1D KICK RETURNS No. Yds. LG 1D 
TIME OF POSSESSION..............-..... 25:21 34:39 Lang’: 3,S seek art sees 2 36028 0 ~ ROUSON Eitan sa race 3 56 22 0 
: : 27: ane iter SA 3 48 2 O Lis) Seance cpr ee foes! B= 8 
FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS * , 
Broncos Giants 
RUSHING No. Yds. Avg. Long TD RUSHING No. Yds. Avg. Long TD 
: 2 1.0 4 0 Rolison af 2.6 ane scp aes 3 22 #73 18 0 
7 45° 10 #1 Simms .” aaa s ac erat DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
0 00 3 0 Mortis . O67 33° 4 Denver Broncos - 
19 48 11 #0 Anderson Tal eee ee Nene og T A S YL int PD OFR 
Ae o perio Carthon .... Ae ef Cera es bet SOR Sa 
Rutledge . + 30S 0 0b oe nO fis Sei 20h 0) 2-0: = SO pSaae 
SK ~ Galbreath..=..<.<-s¢eci24-- (pila a rh a8 3: SO Oh Oh 0 Oe 8 
PASSING No. CP Yds. Yds. LG TD 1 5 0 0 0 9 0 0 
Elway ........-. 37 22304268 4a TKD Bi 6010: OE agin Oh ath 
Kubiak ......... 4 4 4 16 2 #O O PASSING No. CP Yds. Yds. LG 1D | Oe 8 i geolin 0. a0 
Simms ......... 2 22 28 15 4 #3 O 6. 3 20, Oe 
RECEIVING No. Yds. LG 1D 8 Be Ibi 20 0 0 
Lang ... 1 4 4 0 Yds. LG 1D 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Winder. . 4 8% 14 «0 23; 28 eeexG 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Willhite ... 5 39 1 O 4 #17°«#~O a 2 OE SO = Oi OF a8 
M. Jackson Kp yeti (0 Mie West eee ue 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Mobley... . ae Joel | 0 20) = 12 0 Gilbert ......... 1 1 2%. 0 0 t) 
Sewell .... a Tp 7 62 36 0 Se cel 0-0 Sait 
V. Johnson 5 121 54 1 6 6 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Watson ... 2 4 3 0 13 7 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
SampsOfiases: 3.2 ose, seedcecue 2 20 1 O 50 44 «4 Me Oe Bis. S18 SOF. AO at 
4 1 0 0 0 0 0 t) 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG 1D INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 0 1 0 0) 3B Oe 8 
None - Patlefson: ::.;.26: ae ee T= 275 <0 = 20, A 0 Oe OE St ee 
0. 0 0 0 0 0 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. “Avg. TB In20 LG PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB in20 LG 1 Ge 0 SO 5 Ga 
: Horan caste. soete 2 82 410 O 0 42 Gandetacs. "hoe ee = 3 138 46.0 1 1 59 Forced Fumbles — none 
| \PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 1D PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD : 
Wilhite seo oe ee 1 1 9 9 0 McConkey == ange iorn 1 1 25 25 0 : Continued Page 16 : 
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McCaskey sincere about winning his way 


Before it becomes too trendy to say NFL general 
managers don’t make much difference, let’s take a look 
at the Minnesota Vikings after Jim Finks left them in 1974. 

They didn’t slide into the dumper right away. They went 
to two of the next three Super Bowls. But after that, their 
record slipped in 1977 and 1978 even though they won 
the NFC Central Division. And in eight years since then, 
they've won the division only once. Their record has never 
been better than 9-7. : 

The Vikings only lost a general manager. Coach Bud 
Grant remained for 11 of the next 12 seasons. In Chica- 
go, where Bears president Mike McCaskey has cut loose 
general manager Jerry Vainisi, the ramifications could in- 
clude the loss of coach Mike Ditka, which probably would 
turn politicians off to the new stadium McCaskey considers 
essential to future success. 


McCaskey would not elaborate on his “‘differences in 
philosophy”’ with Vainisi. He prefers to run the Bears like 
_ the private, family business it is, forgetting that a pro sports 
team also has a special public trust, to say nothing of pub- 
lic subsidies. That was one philosophical difference, 
although probably not a significant one. Vainisi was gener- 
ally open with the. media,-the: Bears’ conduit to the fans. 

More to the point, though, McCaskey always has been 
enamored of applying his academician’s business theories 
to the practicalities of pro football. Vainisi, a businessman 
with a football background, was more aware that his was 
not a normal business. He questioned the appropriateness 
of the studies, McCaskey recited that showed no correla- 
tion between compensation and productivity. He was will- 
ing to stroke players’ egos with occasional favors. He saw 
the need for an indoor practice facility as more than a 
budget drain. 

“Jerry's a tough negotiator,”’ said Steve Rappeneck- 
er, who represented first-round rookie Neal Anderson. 
“Jerry also recognized who were the people that got you 
to the Super Bowl. If you just want your players to be jour- 
neymen and collect your TV money, you can do it for a 
lot less.” 

That’s not what McCaskey wants, he keeps saying. So 
that can’t be the “‘difference in philosophy.” 

‘ Vainisi had to teach McCaskey 

The difference apparently was that McCaskey felt a 
savior did not need to be saved from himself. 

“It was. common knowledge that Vainisi and McCaskey 
did not get along,’ one agent said. 5 

Vainisi had to tell McCaskey things he didn’t want to 
hear. He had to tell him it was not frugal to let the enve- 
lope inventory run short while preparing a bulk mailing. 
He had to tell him it was not practical to wait a day and 
a half to respond to an agent's contract offer. In short, 
Vainisi had to tell McCaskey he had things to learn about 
running a football team. 

In the process, Vainisi, became a buffer between 
McCaskey’s unchained naivete and the coach and agents 
he might have infuriated. Without Vainisi, the boss already 
has driven Ditka to tears, if not over the wall. 

As one source close to the Bears said, it’s clear 
McCaskey is sending a message that he wants Ditka to 
leave. He first sent that message two years ago, when he 
let Ditka clinch the Bears’ first division title in 21 years 
without a contract for the next season. Now McCaskey ex- 
presses desire for Ditka to coach the Bears indefinitely, 
but another source says he has made no overture to ex- 
tend Ditka’s contract beyond 1987. ; 

If he’s sincere about winning, McCaskey’s first priority 
should be to’extend not only Ditka’s contract, but also his 
authority. It has become increasingly clear, however, that 
McCaskey is sincere about winning his way. 

McCaskey probably spent too much of his life setting 
examples to start following them when he became a chief 
executive officer. He was a model child and a model stu- 
dent. The good boy grew into a respected man, devoted 


to family and principles, both of which he has wrapped 
tightly around the Bears. He did all the right things. Yale. 
Football letter. Peace Corps. MBA. Ph.D. Attractive, in- 
telligent wife. Successful career. 

Before assuming control of the Bears, weeks short of 
his 40th birthday, McCaskey’s career involved teaching, 
writing and consulting. The jobs had a common thread. 
He gave instructions. He didn’t follow maps, he drew them. 

He’ was accustomed to giving advice and accepting 
praise. When he became president of the Bears, he could 
have seen no reason to expect anything else, especially 
when their phenomenal success coincided with his ap- 
pointment, Nov. 11, 1983. 

McCaskey no longer hearing the praise 

How it must have gnawed at McCaskey to reach the top 
of the pro football world and, for perhaps the first time in 
his life, hear the hoots outnumber the hurrahs. 

His star quarterback splattered his good name in print. 
His NFL colleagues suddenly considered him more a 
threat than a promise when his ill-advised seminar, ‘‘How 
to Conquer the USFL,”’ became Exhibit A in a lawsuit that 
could have brought NFL teams near bankruptcy. The me- 
dia ridiculed his gift of tickets to widows and orphans in 
a power struggle with the landlord of his team’s stadium. 
And all the while, credit for his team’s success was being 
lavished on McCaskey’s top subordinates — Ditka, Vainisi 
and personnel director Bill Tobin. 

Publicly, they all were loyal to McCaskey. Privately, Ditka 
and Vainisi questioned his wisdom, the thing he had been 
taught to count on most. Never mind that he was in their 
arena now. They were in McCaskey’s family business. 

Maybe that was why McCaskey fired Vainisi. Ditka was 
untouchable, but McCaskey had to know Vainisi’s depar- 
ture would turn Ditka’s nose toward the door. 

As one NFL executive said, “‘McCaskey wants to be 
front and center.” 

George Halas always did keep the McCaskey family of 
his daughter, Virginia, in the background. Maybe that, too, 
simmered beneath his difficulties with Vainisi and Ditka. 
They were clearly Halas’ choices. With them in place, 
McCaskey could never prove the worthiness of his family. 

-Does he think’he’s going to find someone better?” said 
Ken Margerum, the ex-Bear wide receiver who’s with the 
49ers. “‘It’s that Harvard mentality. I've seen it before. They 
think their garbage doesn’t stink. They have to have power. 
They want yes men, people who can’t think for themselves. 

“‘He doesn’t need power. They’re winning. He can just 
enjoy watching. But he splits up the main cog in the suc- 
cess of the team. 

“‘McCaskey doesn’t have any idea of the ins and outs 
of what really goes on. It’s a joke back there.” 

The amazing thing is that the president of a football team 
did something that caused his loyal coach, with the win- 
ningest three-year record in NFL history, to lament it in 
public. 

By firing Vainisi, McCaskey has pulled the welcome mat 
out from under the only man to make Ernie Banks Chica- 
go’s second-most beloved sports hero. By firing Vainisi, 
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Jerry Vainisi’s firing by Bears’ president Michael McCaskey 
may have been McCaskey’s first step toward putting his own 
people in place. 


McCaskey has thrown down the gauntlet to the players 
and their agents, more than one of whom has said he 
signed a contract because of Vainisi and in spite of 
McCaskey. 

It’s McCaskey’s team now. He'll run it his way, just as 
he has wanted, and more and more, he'll be responsible 
for its success or lack of it, But the more McCaskey drags 
his grandfather's treasure into the family circle, the less 
he makes it worth having. 
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Behind-the-scenes look at Mackovic firing 
rims 


The behind-the-scenes activity that took place in the re- 
cent John Mackovic firing is almost more interesting than 
the speculation that surrounded who Chiefs owner Lamar 
Hunt would choose to replace Mackovic. The de- 
velopments: 

Friday, Jan. 2 — Hunt offers Mackovic and his entire 
staff extensions on their contracts that will guarantee them 
work through the 1988 season. Hunt also promises Mack- 
ovic he will have details of the new contracts by Tuesday, 
Jan. 6. 

Monday, Jan. 5 — Extremely-popular and _highly- 
successful Kansas City special teams coach Frank Gansz 
tells Mackovic he’s leaving the team. 


= Brian 
Hewitt 


NFL Notebook 


Fi ; 

Tuesday, Jan. 6 — No contract details for coaches are 

forthcoming. Mackovic and assistants meet. Mackovic at- 

, tempts to talk Gansz out of leaving. Gansz says he'll let 
Mackovic know Wednesday. 

Wednesday, Jan. 7 — Gansz resigns. Several Chiefs 
voice their displeasure at Gansz departure. 

Thursday, Jan. 8 — Hunt and another team official meet 
with 12 Chiefs players at 11:30 a.m. at kicker Nick Low- 
ery’s house. The meeting takes two hours. At 4 p. m. Hunt 
announces Mackovic is fired. 

Suddenly Gansz is the favorite to replace Mackovic. At 
4:45 Hunt drives to Gansz house, thanks Gansz for the 
job he has done but does not offer Gansz Mackovie’s job. 
"Meanwhile Gansz interviews for an assistantship in San 
Francisco and reportedly is offered the offensive coordi- 
nator’s job in Buffalo if he wants it. But Chiefs insiders 
say he expected Mackovic’s job and was miffed he hadn't 
received an offer. 

Saturday, Jan. 10 — Hunt hires Gansz as his head 
coach. 

OVER EASY: 

According to 1986 regular season won-lost records, the 
Bears had the easiest schedule in the league. Their op- 
ponents had a combined record of 102-152-2 record (.402). 

Cleveland, which lost to Denver in the AFC champion- 
ship game, had the second-easiest schedule. Their op- 
ponents had a combined 111-145 record (.434). 

The Broncos’ schedule turned out to be the fourth- 
toughest at 139-116-1 (. 545). Denver was 4-4 the second 
half of the season. But six of those eight teams finished 
with winning records; four made the playoffs. 

The Browns were 7-1 the second half. Seven of those 
eight finished .500 or below. None of them mele the 
playoffs. 

CASH IN CARRY: 

Many NFL teams have adopted the ‘‘Adjusted Running 
Back Totals” to get a truer sense of the value of a run- 
ning back’s rushing yardage. It’s simple — they deduct 
50 yards rushing for every fumble a player makes. They 
figure it costs them at least 50 yards every time a player 
fumbles. And they don’t distinguish between fumbles and 
fumbles lost because they say the running back usually 
has little to say about who recovers. 

Under that system, here are the adjusted league lead- 
ers for 1986. 

1. Giant Joe Morris — six fumbles — adjusted total 1,216 
yards. 

2. Seahawk Curt Warner — six fumbles — adjusted to- 
tal 1,181 yards. 

3. Saint Rueben (cq) Mayes — four fumbles — adjust- 
ed total 1,053. 

; gana Eric Dickerson — 15 fumbles — adjusted total 
; ee Walter Payton — six fumbles — adjusted total 

S aes Gerald Riggs — six fumbles — adjusted total 

le Bengal James Brooks — two fumbles = - adjusted to- 
tal 987. 

' 8. Redskin George Rogers — seven fumbles — adjust- 


The Giants’ strong running game against Denver was anchored by Joe Morris, who led New York with 67 yards on the ground 
and a rushing touchdown. (Bear Report photo by James Biever) 


ed total 968: 

Dickerson led the league in rushing with 1,821 yards 
before the adjustment. 
VINNY UPDATE: 

Patriot personnel chief Dick Steinberg doesn’t think the 
five interceptions Miami’s Vinny Testaverde threw in the 
national championship game Jan. 2 will damage his worth 
in next spring’s NFL draft. 

“When you have time to put in a new defense against 
Testaverde he can have trouble,’’ Steinberg says. “Penn 
State changed its whole defense to give him a look he 
didn’t expect. Vinny will be very good when he is an ex- 
perienced-pro. Physically he is one of the best quarter- 
backs who ever came out.” 

NO RUSH: 

The Patriots went from second in the league in rushing 
last year with 152 yards per game average to 28th this 
year with an 85.8 average. 

New England running Craig James said there was a 
direct correlation between that drop and the retirement of 
perennial All-Pro guard John Hannah. ‘‘We missed John’s 
intensity,” James said. ‘‘We missed his leadership. He 
never let anything go by without a fight. He wouldn’t have 
put up with this.” 

MOVING: 
One year ago punter Sean Landeta was a goat in the 


Fy 


Giants’ 21-0 playoff {oss to tiie Bears when he whiffed a 
punt and Shaun Gayle scored on the subsequent recovery. 
When Landeta first broke into pro football with the 1983 
Philadelphia Stars of the USFL, he promised his father 
he would give him 10 $100 bills after every pro game. 

“t could never pay him back for what he gave me,” 
Landeta said. “No one ever gave him anything.” 

He did it for three weeks. After the third game, however, 
Landeta’s father died of a heart attack with the $100 bills 
still tucked in his pocket. 

AMERICAN IN PARIS: 

The Cardinals recently tried to contact coach Gene Stall- 
ings at his Paris, Tex. ranch 30 miles outside of Dallas. 
They were unsuccessful and couldn't figure out why until 
they found out Stallings has no electricity at the ranch. 

«The only phone is located in a barn a mile from the living 
quarters. 


eae 


NOTES AND QUOTES: Giant general manager George 
Young on post-season play: “The farther you go in the 
playoffs, the deeper the wound when you lose.” . .. The 
hottest-selling novelty item in Denver is the “Broncos 
Brick” a foam rubber brick that fans can throw at their tel- 
evision anytime they see something that displeases 
them... . New Colt head coach Ron Meyer has invited 
back the entire staff of deposed coach Rod Dowhower. 
Apparently ail of them will take Meyer up on the offer. 
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Bear Report Letters 


1271 W. Dundee Rd. 
Box 89E 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


BEAR REPORT welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Due 
to space limitations, it may be necessary to shorten let- 
ters to fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not 


necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we 
receive. Unsigned letters will not be printed. 


Bears Will Become A Disgrace 
Under McCaskey 


Dear Doug, 

lam 37 years old and have been a faithful follower of the Bears 
all my life and of the Bear Report for the last five years. | have 
never written to the Bear Report although | have thought about 
it many times, but this time | have to say my piece. 

| am very.disappointed at Michael McCaskey for the firing of 
Jerry Vainisi. McCaskey single-handedly is going to destroy the 
Bears. When tke firing happened; Papa Bear probably turned 
over in his grave. The man knew football and he knew when he 
hired Mike Ditka as head coach and promoted Jerry Vainisi as 
general manager to succeed Jim Finks, that these two men could 
bring back the winning tradition to Chicago. 

Even though | don’t like the antics that Jim McMahon pulls, 
1 do have to agree with him that Michael McCaskey might be a 
shrewd businessman, but he knows nothing about football. 

Why doesn't McCaskéy do like other owners and keep his nose 
out of it unless the team keeps losing or they need his final say 
on whether to pay a player a certain amount of money. 

Too.many owners, GMs and players’ agents have said that Jerry 
Vainisi is one of the best GMs in the business. And McCaskey 
fires him because they have too many differences of opinion and 
philosophy. What a bunch of bull! Anyway, so what, you at least 

» have a winning team (best record in football over the last three 
years) and a.Super Bowl Championship. 

You know, the more I'think about it, the more | get mad and 
the more | think about disowning the Bears and follow whatever 
team that Mike Ditka and Jerry Vainisi go to, because | feel that 
they will end up at the same place. 

| have one more thing to say and that is, if Michael McCaskey 


continues to try to run this team, |_feel that they will become as. . 


big a disgrace as the Packers. And by the time he realizes that 
he made a big mistake, ‘it’s going to be too late. 

Tom Littlejohn 

Kirkland, IL 


Will Ryan Replace Ditka? 


Dear Editor, 

It already looks like 1987 will be another soap opera. The so- 
called King (McCaskey) has already released one of two of his 
grandfather’s last appointed knights (Vainisi) before his tragic 
death. That leaves only the King to defeat his grandfather's 
favorite knight, Sir Ditka. With the releasing of Sir Vainisi and 
the unhappiness of Sir Ditka, the villagers are in an uproar against 

+ their King. With Sir Ditka talking about leaving the kingdom next 
year, the biggest question for 1988 will be who will replace Sir 
Ditka. Will the black knight of the past (Sir Ryan) return home 
to his soldiers and lead them to conquer the NFL Dragon in 1988 
and become the Super Bowl ruler once again? 

Before 1988 can happen, however, Sir Ditka must first worry 

- about 1987. When the recruiting of new soldiers starts in April, 
Sir Ditka will need three new types of soldiers: a fullback (Alon- 
zo Highsmith), a tight end (Tim Harris), and a defensive lineman 
(Ron Saddler). In addition, he needs McKinnon, Fraizer and his 
right arm man (McMahon) back. With these ingredients, the Bears 
will be rulers of the NFL again in 1987. 

Lynn Todd 
Pontiac, IL 


Offense Should Use Its Speed 


Dear Doug, 

I'm 37 years old. | live in Smithfield, R.I., and have been a die- 
hard Chicago Bears fan for the last twenty-three years. Mike Dit- 
ka epitomizes the Bear tradition of tough football with a tough 
defense and strong running game, and has brought back the class 
and winning attitude that ‘‘is” the Chicago Bears. However, there 
is something that really puzzles me. 

Even though, we were 1985 World Champions and are a feared 
team, there are some NFL teams that feel if they score 21 points 
against the Bears they will win. | think it’s time we take the pres- 
sure off the best defense in NFL history and realize we have some 
potent offensive players with one thing the Bears have lacked. 
And that is pure speed with not only one, but many game-breaking 
players. 

When you have Gault, Gentry, Anderson, Lew Barnes, McKin- 
non, Sanders, a healthy Jim McMahon, and Payton — you have 
an explosive offense. Opponents should have to worry about the 
Bear offense and not only the defense when they play them. Many 
NFL teams have explosive offenses but lack defense. | feel the 
Bears have the best of both worlds. | know this is against tradi- 
tional Bear football, but while we have these great players, let’s 
put tradition on hold and show the NFL the most explosive team 
of 1987 the Chicago Bears. 

5 David Russo 
“a Smithfield, Ri 


McMahon Is The Answer 


Dear Doug, E 
1 would like to make one comment concerning the future of the 


Chicago Bears after viewing the Bears vs. Washington game. 
Anyone who does not like Jim McMahon or does not want him 
to be the main quarterback of the Chicago Bears for the remainder 
of his career needs to go ahead and leave the team before the 
beginning of the 1987 regular season. | don’t care if it's coaches, 
general managers, or players. Anybody not behind Jim McMa- 
hon 100% needs to go. He is the Bear fans’ quarterback. He sure 
as hell is my QB! 
Gerard Piccolo 
Houston, TX 


Is McCaskey Trying To Destroy Bears? 
Dear Doug, 

What is Michael McCaskey doing to the Chicago Bears? Is he 
trying to destroy the Bears just because they did not make it to 
the Super Bowl? He better take a good look at what Jerry Vainisi 
and Mike Ditka have done with the Bears so far. The Chicago 
Bears could be the team of the 80's, if they stick together. 

The Chicago Bears’ defense was just as great, if not greater, 
than last year. The Bears’ defense didn’t come around until mid- 
season, while they learned Vince Tobin's ‘defense. | can’t wait 
to see them next season. | wish them all the best of luck and quick 
recovery. | hope to see the Chicago Bears in Super Bowl XXII. 

Robert Misanik 
Sparks, NV 


Bears Will Return To Mediocrity 
Dear Editor, 

Mike Ditka is the soul and driving force of the Chicago Bears. 
| trust Michael McCaskey will have the character and moral 
courage to recognize he has made a major mistake in the demo- 
tion/termination of Jerry Vainisi and take the necessary steps to 
repair the damage he has caused to a great team. Unless 
McCaskey takes these steps, Ditka and the Bears will operate 
at less than full efficiency and Ditka’s days with the team are 
limited. 

Without their great and spirited coach, the Bears will return 
to mediocrity. Ditka’s record, particularly in 1986 without a credible 
quarterback, is unmatched. If it’s not broken, don't fix it, Mr. 
McCaskey. Bear fans, players and coaches deserve better from 
the Bears’ ownership. 


Brian Carr 
San Jose, CA 
& & Subscribe 
Hong Kong to. the 
Restaurant Bear Report 


Cantonese and American Cuisine. Cocktails 
“Tropical Drinks ¢Carry Outs. Hours: Sun.- 
Thurs. 11-9, Fri. & Sat. 11-10, Closed Monday. 
(312) 830-3130 
Mention Chicago Bears 
1553 W. Irving Park Road 
HANOVER PARK, ILLINOIS 
% Block E. of Barrington 
Ra. on Irving Park 


ess 
China Garden 


Hours: 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m., Sunday- 
Thursday; until 10:30 p.m., Friday; 4:30 
p.m.-10:30 p.m., Saturday. Most major credit 
cards accepted, Private banquet room availa- 
ble. Handicap accessible. Troubleshooter: Jojo 
B. Evora (owner), Full service bar. Reservations 
accepted. Sunday brunch 11:30-2:30. Tropical 
drinks available. Specializing in Hunan, Man- 
darin and Szechwan cuisines. Casual but neat 
dress, no short pants. 

Telephone (312) 588-1230 

Mention Chicago Bears 
6340 North Lincoln Avenue 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Charo’s 
Restaurant 
And Bar 


On The Beach 


Lunch 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Dinner 
5:30 p.m.-10 p.m. Pupus & Finger 
Foods 3 p.m.-5:30 p.m. “Live 
Hawaiian Music!” 
808-826-6422 


Mention Chicago ears 
HAENA, KAUAI, HAWAII 


Steamatic, 
Incorporated 


1601. 109th Street, Dept. CB 
GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS 75050 
214-647-1244 
Description of Operation: Carpet, furniture, 
drapery cleaning, complete fire and water 

festoration service, air duct cleaning. 
Number of Franchised Units: 175 in 37 states 
in 9 countries; 11 company owned. 

In Business Since: 1967 

Actively Seeking Franchise: Yes. 
Franchise Fee: $18,000-$28,000 

Capital Requirements: $25,000-$50,000 
Financing Options: With approved credit, will 
finance up to one-third of franchise fee. 
Training and Support Provided By Franchi- 
sor: Two weeks initial training of Steamatic 
headquarters in Grand Prairie, Texas. Ongo- 
ing support available 24 hours per day by 
phone or personal visit as required in areas of 
sales, management, advertising, research and 
development, chemicals, etc. 


From the TV Classic 
The Little Rascals 


$17.95 


Lilliput” 
Pete is soft, cuddly, 12 inches tall 
Send check, or money order 
plus $2 for shipping to 


Fore Ltd. 


119 E. 31st St., Suite 1, Dept. CB 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 
Add Sales Tax 
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WANA'S 


‘ Specialized Italian Catering 
12 Years Catering Experience *Homemade 
Cooking Just Heat & Serve. All of our cater- 
ing orders prepared fresh out of Nana's own 
kitchen, Let Nana's make your next special oc- 
casion a work free one. Congratulations on a 
well played season!!! 

(312) 289-2226 
Mention Chicago Bears 
1102 E. Irving Pk. 
STREAMWOOD, ILLINOIS 


A different name, but the original restaurant in 
the “'Belden” series. Ricky's is the first restau- 
fant to be opened by the owners, with the con- 
cept of serving good Jewish style home 
cooking. The restaurant serves the New Town 
and Lincoln Park areas, and many of the Jew- 
ish items are very popular. Pass me the 
chopped liver or the gefilte fish, please? Or how 
about some lox and bagels? All of the dinners 
are also popular, as is the chicken soup with 
matzo or kreplach. Many of the patrons come. 
back time after time, and are greeted by name 
by the staff. i's a nice place to eat a relaxed 
meal, or enjoy a scrumptious dessert and 
coffee. 
312-549-3136 
3181 N. Broadway 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Open 6 a.m. to 1 a.m., seven days a week. No 
credit cards. Carryouts. Dinners from $6.50 to 
$9.00. Free parking lot on Belmont across from 
restaurant, Ricky's wishes to congratulate the 
Chicago Bears on a fine season! 


Vacation 
Condos 


For Rent 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
Spacious 2 bedroom, 2% bath 
condo overlooking Puerto Vallar- 
ta. Available for weekly rentals 
from $686. All amenities, pool, 
maid service included. 


Contact: Natalie 
(312) 236-4500 
8-4:30 Monday-Friday 


BH personalized Couey Priak B 


| $0090 


(mutted) 


Please specify mat color and 
name to be personalized. Add a 
touch of country charm to your 
bathroom with our personalized 
8x10 original design print on 
parchment, handwatercolored in 
soft country shades and matted in 
your choice of cream, navy, dusty 
blue, dusty rose, rust, green 
brown. Catalog $2.00 (free with 
your order). Illinois residents add 
6% sales tax, check, money or- 
der, Visa or MC accepted. 

(815) 756-6900 

P.O. Box 471 
DEKALB, ILLINOIS 60115, 
Creative Calligraphy 


to. come. 

Your membership includes: 

* A deluxe full color plastic 
membership card embossed 
with your name and month/ 
year enrolied. 


ofricial 


Join your fellow Bears fans 
today for only $9.95. Send 
your check or money order. 
to: Chicago Bears Fan Club 


P.O. Box 9100 co 
Oak Brook, IL 60522. aoe 
Applicaton accepted by mat onty 


ANNOUNCING THE 
OFFICIAL BEARS FAN CLUB | 


Being a Bears Fan is. - 
Bears fan has always been there to support their team, win or 1030; 
through the long hard struggle to reach the ultimate recognition of 
becoming ‘America’s Team.” Yes, a true Bears fan has always 
been there and always will be. 

This Bears loyalty will be passed on through generations: while 
blue and orange courses through our veins on game day. You are 
among the elite; you have stuck by your team to cheer them on to the 
World Championship 

To recognize your long-standing commitment to the Bears, the 
Chicago Bears Fan Club has been formed to officially document your 
loyalty and proclaim your fandom. You can be in the front ranks of 
the crowd of dedicated fans who will cheer the Bears on in their drive 
to retain the title of “America's Team"" for many years to come. 

This year's National Club President is Doug Butfone, who is sup- 
ported by a Board of Directors that includes WGN's Wally Philips, 
Dick Butkus, Phil Collins, Chet Coppock, Ray Meyer, Brent 
Musburger and Gale Sayers. 

The Chicago Bears Fan Club™ is officially endorsed by the 
~ Chicago Bears and the NFL. The Bears Fan Club will be offering 

its members many exclusive benefits in the exciting months 


* The exclusive fine pewter 
official Bears Fan Club lapel pin. 


* Plastic Membar key fob. 


*AB 
* A personalized 8¥s x 11 A Bears Gen Cilb: bumper 


member certificate suitable for 
framing, for office or home. 


© A2¥4" Fan Club button. 


CERTIFICATE, AND ALL MAILINGS. 


C) Lenclose my check or money order for $9.95 for each 
Club Membership payable to Chicago Bears Fan Ciub 
‘SEND TO: Chicago Bears Fan Club ° P.0. Box 9100 

Oak Brook, iL 60522 4 

Your name will be entered on fie immediately u 


' 
1 
1 
' 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| “THIS NAME WILL APPEAR ON YOUR CARD, 
1 
1 
t 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
' 


being part of a tradition. A true Chicago 


and they can do it again! 


* A Club “mini pennant 


‘* Recognition on Special Fan. 
Club Days. 


+ Many Members Only pluses 


‘= Prestige, honor and fong- 
deserved personal pride. 


STATE Zp 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for processing end delivery of your kit | 


~ 


> 
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Super Bowl 


" Continued From Page 7 


flicker just ended the game. When | hit McConkey down 
at the one | thought that’s it. We’ve won it. It was a great 
call. | didn’t even hit the right guy. Bobby Johnson was 
wide open and | didn’t even see him. McConkey was wide 
open. He did all right.’” 

Elway is contained in second half 

The Giants’ defense played two different halves in the 
game and didn’t allow Denver to score in the second half 
until there were only six minutes left in the game. Denver 
also suffered from poor field position. The Broncos didn’t 
start a drive past their, own 20-yard line until only 3:18 was 
left in the game. 

Parcells said the problem in the first half was the Gi- 
ants were running around unbridled. ‘For a little while it 
was more of an individualistic thing,” he said. ‘Sometimes 
you’re working so hard individually it works the other way.” 

Linebacker Harry Carson thought the Giants were a bet- 
ter defensive team than they showed in the first half. ‘‘We 
put our minds to going out and putting some pressure on 
Elway and making him go three and out. And | think we 
did that a couple of times;”’ he said. ‘'! think everybody 

+ was playing kind of tentatively in the first half. Everybody 
was somewhat nervous. But we came out in the second 
half and contained Elway pretty much.” 

Taylor said the Giants felt better as a team in the se- 
cond half. ‘‘They gave us their best shot in the first half 
and they did a lot of things, and we were only down by 
‘one point,” he said. ‘‘We were trying to adjust to them, 
but it just wasn’t working. So in the second half we said 
just go out there and be a physical ball club, hit people 
and run to the ball. Toughness always wins.” 

So does a quarterback who completes 22 of 25 passes 
in the game. Said tackle Brad Benson about Simms, 
“When he threw that touchdown in the third quarter, which 
really iced it for us,.1 turned to Phil and said, ‘‘That’s for 
all the people who said you couldn't win the big one.” 


‘BOLD CHRIS TIAN UNIVERSITY 


Learn at Home Through Correspondence Study 


“I thought | was an all right player, but this is a big one 
for me to play well in,’ Simms said. 

Everyone on the Giants seemed to know Simms was 
ready to bust loose in the Super Bowl. Said Mowatt, ‘‘We 
knew all week Phil was going to have a big game. It was 
only a matter of us running the patterns and getting open.” 

Carson had more praise for Simms. ‘‘He came through 
in the clutch. He came through when we needed it,” he 
said. ‘‘He’s probably the biggest reason we won the 
game.” 

All in all, it wasn’t a bad day for a quarterback who didn’t 
even make the Pro Bowl this year. 


Statistics 


Continued From Page 12 


New York Giants 
YL 
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Williams ........ 
Collins ... : 
Welch .. 
Flynn .... 
Patterson . aa 
Hill reacts co: 


Carson ... 
Reasons 
Taglor . . 
Hunt ... 
Banks .. 


SSSDOOD OMA OA DONC OH Oy 
|=-SSSDSD]=NZDDDCCCOGCGCCOmM 
ecoooscos=s=ccCCC OCC CCoOog§ 
ecoesosp9o Sooo CoO OOO CCCo”g 


PSOSSSOBSESSCSCSCSDSCSCCOCGCS 


Dorsey 


Rosded Thai 


Restaurant Prince William 


Shadow 


Continued From Page 10 
turned out to be the subpoena issued to Rozelle during 
his annual press conference. 

The day after Super Bowl XXI, a USA Today columnist 
wrote a piéce analyzing how dull Super Bow! week was. 
This guy didn’t even discuss the game. it must have been 
hard to analyze a game that put most of the nation to sleep 
in the second half. 

Even when Super Bow! XXI was over, CBS-TV didn’t 
sign off its broadcast with highlights. Granted, there were 
some great plays, but nothing equaled the dramatics of 
Super Bow! XX. 

The Bears’ appearance in a Super Bow! will go down 
as one of the most exciting events in the history of sports. 


- Not even the New York media can take away the fact that 


the Bears turned in the greatest defensive performance 
in the history of the Super Bowl. 

Isn’t it funny that all those national journalists who were 
touting New Year’s defense as the greatest of all time, 


- while saying Phil Simms is one of the worst quarterbacks 


in the history of the Super Bowl, had to do a total about- 
face in their post-game reports. While most of them ig- 
nored the fact that New York’s ‘Hall of Fame” defense 
gave up nearly 400 yards to John Elway and the Broncos, 
they had to suffer the unenviable task of kissing Simm’s 
rear end. Too bad! 


Learn At Your Own Speed 
Only One Subject Taught: EVANGELISM 


Hours: 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday; 
n00n-8:30 p.m., Sunday. MasterCard and Visa 
Accepted. Troubleshooter: Choosri Sudhichitt 


Motor Inn 


Rates subject to change — 1P $38.00. 27/16 
$42.00, 2P/2B $42.00 XP 5 F. 35 units. Open 


You Can Receive a Bachelors/Masters/Doctorate in EVANGELISM. 
OVER 1400 STUDENTS NATIONWIDE ENROLLED 
Leadership means responsibility. We not only accept 
our responsibility, we like it! 


Write for more information: BOLD CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 
P.O. Box 927, Bedford, Texas 76021 


WE STARTED MAACO IN 1972 AND 
MADE MANY PEOPLE WEALTHY. 
NOW WE HAVE A NEW IDEA. 
Dan Rhode and Tony Martino are 

ready to repeat that performance with 

Sparks Tune-Up. 

The tune-up service is already a Multibillion-Dollar business, 
destined to grow in the '80s as people hold on to their cars longer. 
Is it time you became your own boss? You don’t need to have automotive 
background, just the desire to work hard at your own business. If you have 
money to invest. . . we'll help you become part of MAACO Enterprises’ 
new success story. A limited number of franchises will be sold in this area. 


(owner). Reservations suggested. Parking in 
nearby lots. One of Chicago's oldest Thai 
restaurants. 
Telephone (312) 334-9055 
Mention Chicago Bears 
2308 West Leland 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


The Football 
Fever Factory 


all year. A/C, CICATV, phones, heated pool. 
Winter plug-ins, pets, AE, ER, MC, VI. Dining 
room & coffeeshop, 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun. 
from 8 a.m., $10-$25, cocktails. 

1 km NW on Hwy. 10 at Jct. Hwy. 47 

Box 2258 
MELVILLE, SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA 
(306) 728-5416 
Mention The Chicago Bears 


Hot Meals 
as For Survival 


1} 
“ewitsatat® No Fire Pots Pans 
Guaranteed Satisfaction, Safe, Fast, Easy 
Essential for Survival 
In the wilderness, on mountainsides, in 


foxholes, after a place crash, during floods 


CALL US TODAY AT 
1-800-331-4303 
(IN PA) 215-265-5722 


Ask for Barbara Campbell 
Sparks Tune-Up 


381 Brooks Rd., King of Prussia, PA 19406 


[ HOMEMADE PIZZA } 


; up - ALL pest INGREDIENTS - NOTHING ARTIFICIAL - 
° 


67 mmr FREE 


FREE ¢ FAST e HOT DELIVERY 
CALL AHEAD PICK-UP SERVICE TOO! 
32 ox. BOTTLE OF wit PURCHASE OF ANY SM. OR LO. PIZZA 
FULL MENU DELIVERY 


au OPEN 7 DAYS #2 


R.C. COLA 


8827 W. 16th St 
CICERO. ILLINOIS 


FRI 


FRI& SAT 


\TURDAY DELIVERY 
4PMTO1AM 


SUN TO THUR 4 PM TO2 AM 
HOURS: OPEN FOR LUNCH 


10 AM TO 4 AM 


suctact 
Paisan's Pizza Wishes to Thank 
the Chicago Bears for a Fine Season 


PAISAN’S PIZZA 
SUN TO THUR. 10AMTO2AM 312-863-0606 


MISSIONARIES 


needed 


to bring the Gospel 


to their fut 
Join MARIANNHILL as 


South Africa, Zimbabwe, Transkei. Missions also in Papua, 


New Guinea & Brazil — Students accepted for college & 
theology — Older or second career vocations invited. 


For more 


cece 


ure. 
a priest or brother. 100 years in 


information contact: 


MARIANNHILL MISSIONARIES 


Vocations Office 


23715 Ann Arbor Trail, Dearborn Heights, Michigan 48127 


(313) 274-2893 


Fall madness special, buy two - get one free 
flag, special car window attachment. We also 
have Chicago Bears flags. Made to fly flag 
$10.00. Fly the car window spirit flag. NCAA 
Over 100 colleges in stock *School Colors # 
‘School Logos *Guaranteed ¢Made in USA. All 
Spirit Products schoo! colors. Great gift: fans, 
Student, alumni, show pride. Unique uses: fly 
it, wave it, display on desk or wall & ideal for 
use on cars, vans, trucks, boats, motorcycles, 


etc. Send order today. Order info, other fever |, 


factory specials. (Conferences, product code, 
unit price) — SWC Pac 10, A. Flag, $10.00; Big 
10 SEC, B. Satin Spirit Jacket, $35.00; Big 8 
ACC, C. Laundry Bag, $10.00; Big East Ivy 
League, D. Car/Floor Mat, $10.00, Major In- 
dependents. 
Phone Orders 
918-446-7474 
Print 
Name 


Address 


City,State,Zip. =F 

To: Rally Products, P.O. Box 702351, Dept. 
C.B., Tulsa, OK 74136. Select your school code 
quantity 

School Name: 

Code___*, Code___. Quantity__ 


Code. , Code. . Quantity 


or hurricanes — any recreational or life * 
threatening situation. 

*Hot Meals Anywhere 
In 10/15 mifiites, Arctic or Tropics, Land 
or Sea. Just add a ZT Energy Pad and Yo 
cup of water. 

*SofPak™ Heats 1 to 5 MRE Pouches 
Also boil-in-bag, freeze dried — Cooks 
‘small game, fish or fowl. 

*Two Styles Available 
SOFPAK — lunch box size insulated 
pouch, 10 oz. weight. Doubles as cooler 
or container. SIDEKIK — flat sidepouch, 7 
oz. weight. Wear on waist or in backpack: 
heats 1 or 2 MREs. 

Please Ship Me: 

—— SOFPAK = $22.95 

~ Blue — Army Green 
_— SIDEKIK = $19.95 
— Blue C Army Green 
——5 Pads = $4.95___ 10 Pads = $9.00 
—— 12 Pads = $16.00 


Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
Credit Card # 
Exp. Date 


ABCO__ 
Fill in code & quantity 
—— Check Enclosed for $ 
or Money Order 
_— Charge my Credit Card 
——MC ___Visa 
Card No. 
Exp. Date am 
“All items shipped prepaid plus $2.00 postage 
& handling 


© Check, & Money Order 
C Visa, © MasterCard 
Make check or money order payable to: 


Zesto Therm, Inc. 
10274 Alliance Road 
Dept. CB 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45242 
513-984-6611 
Shipping included in prices 


River Kwai 
Restaurant 


The “Best of Thai Food in Town" is now open 
for lunch & dinner. No M.S.G. in food unless 
requested. We offer you private party banquet 
rooms & a cocktail lounge for your pleasure. 
We specialize in no waiting. Open Mon.-Thurs. 
11-10 p.m. weekends 'til 11 p.m. & Sun. 4-10 
p.m. Major credit cards accepted. Discount 
parking acrOss street and free parking in the 
back. Join us for rush hour at the bar. Mon.- 
Fri, 4-7 p.m. 

(312) 644-1144 

440 North State Street 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


: Jamaica 
Runaway Bay 


(Direct flights from O'Hare) 
Live luxuriously in three or four bedroom vil- 
las. Near beach, golf and entertainment. Full 
time staff consists of Cook, Maid and Gardener 
Competitive rental prices beginning at 
$1200.00 per week in season. Inquire now 
regarding off-season rates beginning April 15. 
Raether Villas 
(414) 898-5644 
Or (414) 898-4225 


“Let the little children come to 
me.” 
— MK 10:14 


St. John Of 
God Brothers 


“Serving God’s 

Special Children” 
The Healing Power of Christ 
takes many forms in today’s 
world. One such form is a minis- 
try to mentally handicapped chil- 
dren and their families. For over 
400 years the Brothers of St. 
John of God have brought God's 
love through their prayer and 
ministry to the sick and han- 
dicapped and their loved ones. 

Clip and Mail 
Father Fintan Whitmore, O.H. 
St. John of God Brothers 
532 Delsea Dr. 

WESTVILLE GROVE, NEW JERSEY 08093 

(609) 848-4147 

Please tell me more about becoming a 

Hospitaller Brother 


Name ‘Age__ 


Write today. for more information 


Czech Plaza 
Crowds testify to the two features thal set this 
No-nonsense spot apart: a wide array of choices 
‘and extremely low prices. As many as two 
dozen daily specials ranging from classics 
(roast goose) to surprises (veal brains) augment 
a full menujot roast meats, stews, sealood, and 
steaks. Complete dinners which include soup, 
entree, bread dumplings or mashed potatoes, 
dessert, and beverage, peak at $7. And many 
are less than $5. Portions are abundant, meats 
and vegetables are delicious. ..Open 7 days 
11. a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(312) 795-6555 
Mention Chicago Bears 
7016 West Cermak 
BERWYN, \LUNOIS 


An American Adventure 
PART 1 


MANAGEMENT TRAINING 


enboae vs 40 the ce Atay 
weprencut 


Rrw 
PEPPERIOGE FARMS 


wacom ccm 

MONOPOLX 
Inspire a climate of success in your organiza- 
tion. Motivate your people. Learn the value of 
quality and pride: Instill a spirit of energy and 
innovation. 


YES! 
\'m interested in your video programs 
on entrepreneurs, sales motivation and 
successful management style. Send 
me more information now: 


Names si 
Title. 

Address 
City,State,Zip 


frelepnoné = Se Ss 
Or call to place your order for these 
tapes now: 

617-482-5001 


Enterprise Media 


Capturing Management Success 
374 Congress Street, Suite 400, Dept. CB 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02210 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

A lavishly illustrated, hardcover companion 
volume to THE ENTREPRENEURS by Robert 
Sobel and David Sicilia, is now at your book- 
store. $29.95. Published by Houghton Miffl 
For corporate discounts or quantity s ca 

617-725-5979 
For single copies call 
800-225-3362 


